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Company stated that it exported yearly 14,000 cloths besides
other kinds of woollen goods1.
The	The career of the Eastland Company ran a troubled
°dijS^ course. " They are like a grain of corn," wrote Sir Thomas
abroad. Roe in 1631, " between the two mill-stones of the Swedes
and Danzickers* emulation"2. The Sound was controlled
by Denmark who exploited her advantage by levying tolls
on the ships passing through it. The customs, it was said
in 1582, formerly ' a rose-noble', had risen to £20, £30 and
even £100 and £200 a ship. Two decades later the English
Government made representations to Denmark that mer-
chants were f very much abused' by " daily increase of
exactions as also by the uncertainties of the duties required",
and the complaints were repeated on other occasions3. The
Eastland merchants were further hampered in their trade
by the fact that " the shipping of this kingdom are not so
properly and conveniently built for such kind of loading as
the Flemish or Holland shipping are, nor sail so cheap for
the freight of such gross commodities as they do " *. More-
over the Dutch combined with cheap freights the advantage
of buying cheaply for cash, so that they undersold their
English competitors by 20 per cent.5. Again, the Dutch
carried better assorted cargoes—oil, wine, fruit, sugar and
other commodities with which the Eastland merchants were
not so conversant as other English merchants who traded
with Italy, Spain, Portugal and France, but were excluded
from the Baltic by the Company's charter6. The effects of
Dutch rivalry showed themselves in the decline of the East-
land trade, the sale of cloth decreasing from £200,000 to
£70,000 or £80,000 per annum, while two hundred Dutch
vessels were employed in the trade from Norway and the
Sound to England7.
1 State Papers Domestic, 1659-1660, p. 283.
 *	Ibid. Addenda, 1625-1649, p. 416.
 *	State Papers Foreign, 1581-1582, p. 648;   Rymer, Foedera, xvi. 431
(1602) ; Sir Thomas Roe's Speech (1641) in Harleian Miscellany (ed. Mai-
ham), iv. 461; Hist, MSS. Comm. v. 108 (1643); Coke, Treatise (1671), i. 44.
 *	Acts of the Privy Council, 1615-1616, p. 142.   Cf. infra, vol. iii. 130.
 *	State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, pp. 157, 211.
 *	Child, A New Discourse of Trade (4th ed.), 112-113.   But see also infra,
vol. iii. 135.
7 1620 : State Papers Domestic, 1619-1623, pp. 157, 211.

